Child Death Notification Process
This process must be followed immediately following a child death for ALL children/young people from live
birth up to 18th birthday.
Child death takes place

Fact of death confirmed

Inform Coroners Office Immediately

Sudden Unexpected death in Childhood
(SUDC)

Unexpected death

If the death is not expected (not
anticipated 24 hours prior to the event)
contact
the
SUDC
Consultant
Paediatrician on call immediately via:
Wythenshawe Switchboard 0161 998 7070

Initial bereavement care
Parents, doctor and A&E
senior nurse, GP/HV/MW

For cases subject to the SUDC
process
a
case
discussion
meeting will be held with the
SUDC Paediatrician, pathologist,
police, GP, HV, Social Services

† If the death was
unexpected inform the Police

This must occur irrespective of day or time
ie 24/7. A death certificate cannot be
completed until the Coroner has agreed
to it being issued.
Tel: 01706 924 815

Gather information regarding
the child, circumstances of the
death and family members
(names, DOB, address)

Obtain copies of the CDOP data
collection forms
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters
/resources-and-practice/TP00045/

Form A Notification of a Child Death is
completed within one working day by
the professional aware of the death

Inform child health where the child resides or
would have returned home

The
Coroner
decides
whether a post mortem is
required.
For deaths where the cause
of death is known the death
certificate will be signed off.

Parents legally have 42 days
to register the child death
with the Registry Office
where the death took place.

Inform the relevant CDOP Officer of death. The
Form A should be submitted to the CDOP where
the child was resident. A full list of CDOP
Officers can be located at
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/reso
urces-and-practice/IG00351/

Designated nurse and relevant professionals
will request information to populate the Form
B Agency Report Form.

Process to be followed by
medical staff

CDOP Officer begins data collection process
using Form B (completed within 10 working
days)

Other agencies

The CDOP will review the information
and determine the categorisation and
preventability of the case.

† Unexpected deaths should be referred to the Police who support the Coroners Office throughout the process. Parents should
also be made aware that Police have been informed and the reasons for the referral

